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Introduction



Pretreatment and Waste Acceptance

• Domestic wastewater
• Non-domestic wastewater

– Industrial pretreatment permits
• CIU/SIU
• 18 existing, 5 in-progress industrial permits

– Non-permitted approvals.



Outline

• Objectives and priorities
• Types of requests
• Evaluation process

– Information gathering
– Review of request
– Emerging contaminants
– Determination/outcome.



Objectives and Priorities

• Serve our community
• Ensure permit compliance
• Protect human health and safety
• Safeguard plant from interference or upset
• Prevent passthrough.



Types of Requests

• One-time / short term
– Project waste
– Accident or spill
– Construction dewatering

• Ongoing / long term
– Business process waste

• Hauled via truck / discharged 
directly.



Information Gathering 



Information Gathering



Evaluating the Request

• Sewer Use Ordinance
• WPDES Permit.



Sewer Use Ordinance – Chapter 5



WPDES Permit



Collaboration



Emerging Contaminants

• According to EPA, an emerging 
contaminant is a chemical or material 
characterized by a perceived, potential, 
or real threat to human health or the 
environment or by a lack of published 
health standards.



Emerging Contaminants: Example

• Yesterday: unanswered questions
– Are there safe levels of the contaminant in the 

environment?
– Will regulatory limits be established?

• What will our permit limits be?

– Is the contaminant present in our influent and 
effluent?

• Are there approved laboratory methods to quantify?



Emerging Contaminants: Example

• Today: adapting policy to improved understanding
– Voluntary testing of our influent and effluent 
– Regulatory developments

• Proposed surface water thresholds for two PFAS compounds
– PFOA: 95 ng/L
– PFOS: 8 ng/L



Final Steps 

• Owner community involvement
– Review and approve discharge
– Logistics
– Billing.



Outcomes

• Approved
• Not approved 
• Rejected.



Questions?
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