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What is the MetroMix  Program? 
The MetroMix  Program will produce a “soil like” material (MetroMix)  by 
combining biosolids generated at Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District’s Nine 
Springs Wastewater Treatment Plant with amendments such as sand, sawdust 
and/or other bulking agents.  MetroMix  will be available for use in landscaping, 
turf production, general gardening, and other similar applications.   The 
MetroMix  program will allow MMSD to diversify its overall biosolids management 
efforts and will compliment the District’s award winning agricultural land 
application program (Metrogro Program) 
 
 
How will MetroMix  be produced? 
The first step will be to mechanically dewater biosolids using a centrifuge.  The 
dewatered biosolids (approximately 20-23% solids by weight) will then be 
combined with amendments to provide bulk and texture.  The MetroMix  
development process is in the early stages, with a focus on evaluating bulking 
agents, mixing methods and other similar materials handling issues. 
   
 
What kind of research is being done to support the MetroMix  
program? 
The District is working closely with researchers from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.  Research conducted to date includes germination studies using 
several different plant species (snap beans, corn, oats, and fescue).  
Greenhouse work is just starting, with two rounds of studies scheduled for this 
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winter/spring of 2006.  The first round will use snap beans and corn as indicator 
crops.  The second round will use grass and flower species.  Small scale field 
research projects will start in the summer of 2006.  Research is expected to be 
an “on-going” process.  Research is necessary to determine appropriate 
application rates and to gather other information that will be valuable for end 
users.   
 
 
When will MetroMix  be available for wide scale use? 
MetroMix will not be available for wide scale use for a few years.  However, as 
early as 2007, the District will be looking for opportunities to establish 
demonstration projects within the Madison area.  These demonstration projects 
will be a valuable tool to help inform area residents about the benefits of using 
MetroMix. 
 
 
How can I participate in a MetroMix  field demonstration project? 
 If you are interested in participating in a demonstration project, please contact 
Dave Taylor (contact information is provided below). 
 
 
Where can I obtain additional information about the  MetroMix  
program? 
Additional information will be periodically posted on this web site.  In addition, if 
you have questions about any aspect of the MetroMix program, feel free to 
contact: 
 
Dave Taylor 
Director of Special Project 
1610 Moorland Road 
Madison, WI  53713 
Phone: 608-222-1201, ext. 276 
Email: davet@madsewer.org). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


